"They don't come to listen": the experience of loneliness among older people in Kwahu, Ghana.
This article describes life conditions of elderly people in a rural community of Ghana. It deals with the paradoxical situation of elderly people who are still engaged in social activities and yet experience loneliness. It is argued that in spite of the respect given to them, elderly people are denied what they regard as the most valuable proof of respect and companionship: listening to their wisdom and advice. Their loss of that ultimate respect constitutes an experience of loneliness. The article is part of broader anthropological study on social and cultural meanings of growing old in a rural Ghanaian community.